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South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley Citizens Advisory Board 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Grace Sannazzaro, Staff Representative 
Re:  SB14.002 Verizon Wireless 
From:  Allayne Donnelly-Everett, Administrative Recorder 
Date: March 19, 2014 
 
 

Special Use Permit SB14-002 Verizon Wireless – Rich Johnson, Planning Manager, Verizon Wireless 
presented the request to construct a Wireless Communications Facility consisting of a 100 foot high specialty 
monopole designed as a faux windmill containing six antennas, and an equipment shelter containing 
telecommunications ground equipment, all of which shall be enclosed within a 50’ x 50’ fenced area on a 
+35.73 acre parcel.  The project is located at 205 US Highway 395N. on the west side of US 395 across the 
highway from Old Washoe Drive.  Mr. Johnson provided photos of the proposed location of the tower.  
Applicant: Sacramento Valley LP dba Verizon Wireless.  Grace Sannazzaro, Staff Representative was 
available to address questions and concerns.  775-328-3771  gsannazzaro@washoecounty.us  MOTION: 
Malachy Horan moved to recommend denial of SB14-002 until such time that this application is presented to 
local residents for their opinions, and then bring the application back to the STM/WVCAB for further review and 
recommendations and that the engineering specifications be available for review.  Eric Scheetz seconded the 
motion.  MOTION: Malachy Horan amended his motion to include that Community Development staff work with 
Verizon Wireless to coordinate a meeting with local residents for their review and opinions.  Eric Scheetz 
seconded the amended motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Ms. Sannazzaro stated that the applicant is 
on the Board of Adjustment schedule and has the right to have their item heard or postpone their presentation 
until the item is brought back to the CAB.  The applicant can also move forward to the Board of Adjustment for 
their approval or denial. 
Comments and Concerns 

 In response to questions raised, Mr. Johnson stated that they have cellular coverage but need additional 
capacity. 

 In response to questions raised, Mr. Johnson stated that the tower is designed to be compatible for co-
location. 

 Grace Sannazzaro stated that Washoe County Code will not allow for more than six antennas on a tower 
so this tower is at capacity and will not allow for co-location of other carriers. 

 Concerns were raised that a monopole that is supposed to look like a pine tree would be inappropriate. 

 Support was stated for making the tower more aesthetically compatible with the neighborhood. 

 Mr. Johnson stated that they would work with Washoe County Staff to design an appropriate tower. 

 In response to questions raised, Ms. Sannazzaro stated that this ridgeline is not visually protected. 

 In response to concerns raised, Mr. Johnson stated that Verizon would maintain the structure. 

 In response to concerns raised, Mr. Johnson stated that the tower would be painted in a color that would 
blend (be compatible) with the surrounding area. 

 Ms. Sannazzaro stated that Washoe County would require that the structure be painted a neutral color. 

 Mr. Johnson stated that the tower would be engineered to withstand local winds. 

 Ms. Sannazzaro stated that courtesy notices were mailed to 40 residents in the adjacent areas and there 
will be a public hearing by the Board of Adjustment on April 3, 2014. 

 Ginger Pierce stated that she would personally deliver notices to all residents in Pleasant Valley. 

 Malachy Horan stated concern that not enough residents have been notified of this proposed project.  
Malachy Horan also stated concern whether the engineering would be adequate. 

 Mr. Johnson provided a copy of the engineering specifications for review. 

 Support was stated for an installation that blends with the surrounding area. 

 The applicant was asked to postpone presenting the application to the Board of Adjustment until such time 
that Community Development would coordinate a public meeting for Pleasant Valley residents. 
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 Questions were raised whether there is enough time for notices to be sent to local residents prior to the 
Board of Adjustment hearing. 

 Mr. Johnson stated that the purpose of this meeting was for public comments and recommendations. 

 Questions were raised on how the comments from local residents would be brought forward to the Board of 
Adjustment. 

 In response to questions raised, Mr. Johnson stated that the clock is running for their application to move 
forward but if a meeting with local residents gets them further down the road, that he would discuss that 
with staff. 

 Jane Countryman stated for the record that she supports denial of the application because there is another 
windmill in the area that sticks out like a sore thumb.  The tower needs to be more rustic and blend with the 
surrounding area. 

 
 
cc: Commissioner David Humke 

Tom Judy, Acting Chair 
Sarah Tone, County Liaison 
Nancy Leuenhagen, Community Relations Manager 
Andrea Tavener, Program Assistant 
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Planning and 
Development

Post Office Box 11130
Reno, Nevada  89520
(775) 328-3600

WASHOE COUNTY
NEVADA

PUBLIC NOTICE MAP
SPECIAL USE PERMIT SB14-002
Verizon Wireless
205 US Highway 395 North
APN 046-08-42
30 Separate Property Owners
Noticed within 700 feet of Subject Parcel Source: Washoe County Planning & Development

Date: February 2014

Z
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SUBJECT PARCEL 

Approximate area of 

proposed 50 ft x 50 ft site. 

Former V&T Railroad 

Right-Of-Way 

Adjacent public open 

space (+1.3 acres) 

owned by Washoe 

County & a planned 

future gateway to a 

future regional public 

trail system. 

Washoe County Assessor’s Map 046-08 
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WASHOE COUNTY 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Engineering and Capital Projects Division 

                
 

  "Dedicated to Excellence in Public Service" 
 

 

 

 

 

1001 East 9th Street PO Box 11130 Reno, Nevada  89520 Telephone: (775) 328-2040 Fax: (775) 328-3699 

 
 
 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  March 06, 2014 

TO:  Grace Sannazzaro, Planning and Development Division 

FROM: Leo R. Vesely, P.E., Engineering and Capitol Projects Division 

SUBJECT: SB14-002 
  APN 046-080-42 
  VERIZON WIRELESS 
               
 
 
I have reviewed the referenced special use permit case and recommend the following 
conditions: 
 

1. A complete set of construction improvement drawings, including an on-site grading 
plan, shall be submitted when applying for a building/grading permit. Grading shall 
comply with best management practices (BMP’s) and shall include detailed plans for 
grading, site drainage, erosion control (including BMP locations and installation details), 
slope stabilization, and mosquito abatement. Placement or removal of any excavated 
materials shall be indicated on the grading plan. Silts shall be controlled on-site. 

 
2. The applicant shall provide permanent easements for the lease area, access and 

utilities.  A copy of the easements shall be submitted to the Engineering Division prior to 
issuance of a building permit. 
 

3. All existing and proposed easements shall be shown on the site and/or grading plan.  
The County Engineer shall determine compliance with this condition. 

 
 
 
 
 
LRV/lrv 
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AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DIVISION, WASHOE COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT 

 
 
 
From: Albee, Charlene 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2014 8:38 AM 
To: DeLozier, Sara; Sannazzaro, Grace 
Subject: RE: WC Development Applications for your Review 
 
Good Morning, 
 
The Air Quality Management Division has completed the review of Item 5: Verizon Wireless.  The 
determination has been made that this project is not expected to have any air quality impacts and will 
therefore not require any additional comments. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed project. 
 

Charlene Albee, REM 

Director, Air Quality Management Division 
Washoe County Health District 
1001 East Ninth Street, Suite B171 
Reno, NV 89512  
P.O. Box 11130 
Reno, Nevada 89520-0027 
(775) 784-7211 
(775) 784-7225 (fax) 
mailto:calbee@washoecounty.us 
www.ourcleanair.com 
 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
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